Changes Needed in Nest Data Entry for All Locations
1. Refer to the latest spreadsheet for the most up to date variable names and to insure that all required variables are entered

2. Combine all previous nest data into single spreadsheet.
3. Uniquely identify all nesting attempts using CavID (a simple integer)
4. Make sure that interval length has been calculated correctly. 

DateB-DateA in most cases but...


DateB - InitDate for first interval when InitDate is > DateA


and FateDate - DateA for last interval when FateDate is < DateB

5. Make sure that all intervals that should be coded as Active = 1 including the last interval if it is a failure

6. Make sure that intervals which represent excavation or checks after the nest likely fledged or failed (not know at time of check) are indicated by Active = 0 (let's use 0 instead of 2, it just makes more sense).

7. Separate nesting attempts that are multiple attempts (i.e. No zeros in the Active column in the middle of a nesting attempt). If a nest fails and then restarts later, it is two different nesting events (with Different CavID)
8. Replace values that contain >, <, +, etc. with numeric only. Use the most likely minimum value given the observations.
9. Replace values that are not available with 9999. 
10. Try to get any missing information if it is still possible.

11. Use UNKN for any unknown items (e.g., heavily burned log species)
12. Add column Outcome to old spreadsheets and code ech nests as

Fledged =1

Failed = 0

13. Add column ViewedInt which can take the values

ViewedInt =1 for a cavity that was cammed during an interval

ViewInt = 0 for a cavity that was not cammed during an interval.

14. Check to see that there is good evidence that nests included in analysis were indeed active at some point

15. Check to see that nests were fated correctly. 
Always defer to last observer if strong feeling of fledge or fail (e.g. nestlings on verge of fledging, hanging out of cavity or obviously depredation)

If possible... 


- establish when nestling stage began, 


- consult Nesting Chronology table (uses middle of range when range presented) 
or uses values from your location if data permits (i.e. nesting chronology known 
for your location), 


- determine 80% of nesting

- in nestlings survive to 80% then code nest as fledged.

For nests found in nestling stage and which cannot be aged, use best information possible (Is timing in season right?)

PLEASE CONSULT US IF ANY OF THESE DIRECTIONS ARE NOT CLEAR.

email: sstory@montana.edu

phone: 406.994.2670

Some examples of nests that are coded incorrectly.
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What happened to this nest? Had eggs, then both, then what?





This nest has Contents = 1, but Active = 0? Active should be 1.





This nest was not in nestling stage long enough to have fledged and yet it does not indicate failure. In order to show failure, Active should be coded as 1 and IntFate as 0.





This nest is coded as inactive in the midst on the records, but then becomes active again? Also, I would not mind getting rid of the last two rows, they just complicate things.
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