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This book reviews and synthesizes the diverse litera-
ture about ponderosa pine forests o the Southwest, em-
phasizing the biology and ecology  songbirds in rela-
tion to habitat changes resulting from natural eventssuch
assuccessionand fire, and management activitiessuch as
logging, grazing, and recreation. This product is one o
the outcomes o a 1996 court-ordered settlement agree-
ment pertaining to protection o the Mexican spotted owl
(Strix occidentalislucida) that included a section requiring
areport onthehabitat requirementsd and threatsto song-
birdsinhabiting Southwestern ponderosa pine. Thisbook
fulfill sthose objectivesby emphasi zing critical habitat is-
sues and identifying bird speciesthat may be sensitiveto
changes in availability of habitat types, structures, seral
stages, and special features such assnags, aspen and oak,
and old trees.

To write the chapters, we assembled ateam o experts
from a cross-sectiond disciplines representing forestry,
plant ecology, avian biology and ecol ogy,endangered spe-
cies conservation, environmental history, and social sci-
ences. Biographical sketches d authors are included at
thebeginning o thebook. Authorswereinstructed to ad-
dressall passerines aswell asdoves, hummingbirds, and
woodpeckers; that is, birds with sizes and behavioral re-
sponsesto habitatsand spatial scalesthat weredeemed rel-
atively similar to passerines. A comprehensivelist of com-
mon and scientific names o birds known to occupy
Southwesternponderosa pineforestsisin Appendix A.

Blind reviews for the entire book were obtained from
three professional societies. The Wildlife Society, the
American Ornithologists' Union, and the Cooper Orni-
thol ogical Society. Blind reviewsweresought to strengthen
manuscripts and establish thebook’s authority.

Thebook startswith achapter that summarizesthestate
d knowledge o the geography, ecology and diversity o
Southwestern ponderosapineforests. Chapter 1highlights
the complexity and range o variation o contemporary
Southwestern forestsand sets the stage for more special-
ized chapters. Current human usesd Southwestern pon-
derosa pineforestsare described in Chapter 2. An under-
standing d how current forests are managed and how
such management may alter environmental conditionsis
important to identify the principal causes o changesin
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songbird habitats and songbird populations. Chapter 3,
an environmental history o Southwestern ponderosa
pine, establishesreferenceconditionsand an understand-
ing:df past human activities that may have influenced
what wethink and seetoday. Thischapter alsoincludesa
discussiond prehistoricand historichuman usesdf birds,
avian archaglogical findings, and avifaunal accountsand
checklistsby early ornithologists. Such information is a
useful reminder o how our knowledge d Southwestern
ponderosa pine and its avifauna hasevolved.

Chapter 4launchestheornithol ogical expeditionto the
heart o thebook by summarizing thegeneral biology and
habitat use o songbirds found in Southwestern ponde-
rosa pine forests. Thischapter clarifiesthe basic patterns
o habitat useby different speciesand groupsd birdsand
identifies habitat elements d high management priority.
Chapter 5 isathought-provoking review and analysisof
theeffectsd urbanization and recreationon birdsd pon-
derosa pine. Thischapter isan example d the emerging
body o literature that seeks to evaluate direct and indi-
rectimpactsd human population growth onwildlife. The
subject o land management effects on songbirds, with a
focuson fire, logging, and grazing, is tackled in Chapter
6. Because different kinds o land management are fre-
quently practiced simultaneously, their interactions and
effectsaredifficulttointerpret. However, theauthorsrise
to the occasion with an exhaustive discussion and inter-
pretation o issues. Chapter 7isalandscape overview
issuesidentifiedin previouschaptersand endswith aplea
for more studies at the landscape level. The book ends
withasummary o key issuesand acall for moreresearch,
especially researchd an experimental nature.

Inconclusion, theeditorsand authorsd thisbook have
compiled acomprehensivereview o theliterature on the
topicd Southwestern ponderosapineforestsand itssong-
bird inhabitants. We hope that this publication will be a
useful sourced information for natural resource manag-
ers, scientists, and environmentalists and will supply the
basisfor new standards in research and management. In
addition, we hope that thisreview will helpto solve some
o the controversiespertaining to management o forests
and birdsin the Southwest.
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